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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CURRENT FACTS

MEMBERSHIP: a little over 17 million members as of 2022, 62,000 full-time missionaries and 29,000 service missionaries. Originally named “Church of Christ” in 1830. The Mormon name comes from the angel “Moroni” that appeared to Joseph Smith.

FOUNDER: Joseph Smith Jr. (1805-1844). The church was founded after several years of supernatural experiences that began in 1820 when he was 14. He allegedly had a vision of God the Father and of Jesus Christ. Jesus tells Smith that all the Christian churches are wrong, and that he should join none of them. In 1823, he reportedly had a second vision, in which an angel named “Moroni” appeared to him. Moroni revealed the existence of some golden plates inscribed with an account of the former inhabitants of North America, and also contained “the fullness of the everlasting gospel”. After four years of visitations from Moroni, Smith retrieved the golden plates and translated the Reformed Egyptian language using the Urim and Thummin (A seer stone placed in a hat, similar to crystal gazing). The product of his occult “translation” was The Book of Mormon. His new church was established soon after the translation was published.

     Smith’s group grew rapidly and came into conflict with their neighbors over religious and social concerns. A series of violent confrontations forced the Mormons to relocate several times. In Carthage, Illinois, Smith was murdered by an anger mob while he was awaiting trial on charges of starting a riot and treason.

[image: ]HISTORY: Brigham Young (1847-1877 - President) led the Mormons to the Great Salt Lake Valley. From 1880 to the present Mormonism grew at a rapid rate. “It attracts new members partly by advocating family value and partly by not disclosing all the church’s doctrines until converts are well within the fold.” They have worked hard to present the church in a more positive image. Unlike JW, they are involved in politics and government. 

LITERATURE: The Bible (KJV); The Book of Mormon; The Pearl of Great Price; Doctrines and Covenants.

CHIEF PUBLICATIONS: Desert News (daily newspaper); Ensign, (Magazine for Adults); New Era (Magazine For teens); The Friend (Magazine For children).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  House, pp. 57-58.] 


The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints

HISTORY AND FOUNDER -- After the death of Joseph Smith the largest group of Mormons went west to Utah led by Brigham Young. Many others scattered and reorganized in the 1850’s and reestablished in 1860 under Joseph Smith III, a direct descendent of Joseph Smith. Under succeeding sons, the church drifted into intellectual skepticism and theological liberalism. They deny inspiration. The Bible is not God’s word to man but are the expression and record of man’s experiences with God. The Bible is not the Word of God but are words about God humanly expressed. They are referred to as the Community of Christ.

PRESENT MEMBERSHIP OF RIDS – 250,000 members in 2022.

PUBLICATIONS – Saints Herald (Monthly Magazine) and Restoration Witness (Bi-monthly magazine).
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MORMON THEOLOGY

NATURE OF GOD – Mormons are henotheistic, polytheistic, and evolutionary. The God of this world and the Gods of the universe are in evolution = “God was once what we are now”. In relation to this world, they are Tri-Theistic: there are 3 earth gods: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In relation to the entire universe, they are polytheistic: “How many Gods are there, I do not know, but there never was a time when there were not Gods” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 7:333). There are many intelligences in the universe greater than or equal to our God, Elohim. They rely heavily on extra-biblical revelation to substantiate their concept of God.

FATHER – An exalted physical man – “Elohim”, who is not eternal, but was created/procreated as a spirit child of another God in another part of the universe. He rules this earth only. He is our heavenly Father who has a Father. He is neither omnipresent nor omnipotent. Only matter is eternal, and all spirit is self-existent matter. Such matter (called intelligences) organized into spirit beings through birth to celestial parents. Then these spirit beings are then born to human parents?

MOTHER – The celestial wife of Elohim. The Eternal Mother is an exalted physical woman. When Elohim and his celestial wife reached the state of godhood, they procreated spirit children.

[image: ]JESUS – The firstborn spirit of Elohim. He is Jehovah/Yahweh of the O.T. He is the spirit brother of Lucifer. Jesus was appointed by a great council of spirit beings to save mankind. Jesus was born into this world by natural means. Not virgin born but begotten through sexual intercourse between Mary and Elohim. Jesus was a mere man while on the earth and became an exalted and perfected man/god. He is our elder brother, not our God. Jesus was also a polygamist, married to Mary Magdalene, Mary, sister of Lazarus, and Martha. He also had children with these wives. (Today, this doctrine is minimized). 

HOLY SPIRIT – A spirit man, a man with a spiritual body of matter – the third god in their trinity. He is also considered to be an impersonal influence that proceeds from the Father.

SATAN – The second spirit child of Elohim the brother of Jesus. Lucifer contested this appointment. He wanted to become the savior of the world himself but was rejected in favor of Jesus.
[image: ]
ATONEMENT – Christ’s death on the cross was insufficient to cover all sins. It does not cover serious sins. His death does not remove personal sins, only the penalty imposed on all men through Adam’s sin It only provides for people the opportunity to remove their own personal sins that Jesus could not atone for Himself. Strangely, they believe that He paid the penalty for sin not on the cross, but in the garden of Gethsemane. 
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SIN AND DEATH – Mormons deny original sin and downplay its seriousness. Our good works cancel the penalty of sin. However, there are some sins, which men can commit that can never be remitted (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses 4:53-54). The “Fall” is seen as beneficial, having a positive role in fostering spiritual growth and maturity toward godhood. Death is a transitional event toward advancement to the next level.

SALVATION – All levels of progression must be earned. Eternal life is not a gift of God. Salvation must be earned. Ankerberg states:

“Salvation by grace is merely an infusing of grace based on good works . . . similar to the Roman Catholic doctrine where grace itself becomes a “work”, so that as people increase in personal righteousness more and more “grace” is granted to them. In other words, “grace” is secured from God on the basis of individual merit and personal righteousness.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ankerberg, p. 302.] 


MAN – is eternal, like God, because he originally came from eternal spiritual matter. We all lived in heaven with Jesus before coming to the earth. When we come to the earth, we are made to forget our pre-earthly existence. On the earth, we are in a probationary state preparatory to eternal existence. Based upon our earthly life we are given rewards or punishment. Earthly existence is preparation for the next stage of our evolution into godhood. There are 3 stages to our existence:

1) Pre-existent spirits
2) Physical beings
3) Exalted beings – 3 stages

     The first state of the afterlife is known as “spirit prison” where people wait for resurrection and judgment. Righteous spirits wait in paradise, while unrighteous spirits wait in hell. (There is no eternal hell except for very extreme wicked people; Satan and his demons; those who willing rejected Mormonism; and apostates of Mormonism. There is no resurrection for them, and they cannot evolve into godhood). The righteous spirits freely mingle with the unrighteous and preach the gospel of works to them, so that they may repent and gain salvation.

RESURRECTION – After spending varying degrees of time in “spirit prison” one can progress to 3 degrees of glory – Telestial, Terrestrial, and Celestial. Nearly everyone (non-Mormons and lukewarm Mormons) obtains “general salvation”, the first two glories/kingdoms. If one lives a good Mormon life, he can have hope of entering into the Celestial kingdom – the only kingdom actually considered to be heaven. The Celestial Kingdom has itself three degrees of glories and heavens. The highest is known as exaltation or eternal life. The whole process is known as eternal progression and is the same process that God the Father went through in order to become God. This is what all Mormons hope to become – God.

SCRIPTURE – Mormons have 4 standard works: 

[image: C:\Users\Owner\AppData\Local\Temp\HMCL2453.JPG]The Bible (KJV) – Though they regard the Bible as a standard, “measuring rod”, by which all things are judged, they relegate it to a position far below the other standard works, because it is full of errors. The Bible is always wrong whenever and wherever it conflicts with established LDS doctrine. It is only valuable when read and interpreted in light of other LDS scriptures. (For all practical purposes they have made the Bible worthless). The other standard books are reported to be directly from God and a restoration of many truths that were lost until Joseph Smith recovered them.

The Book of Mormon – It gives an account of God’s dealings with the people of the American continent from 2200 BC to 422 AD. Translated from golden plates by Joseph Smith containing the fullness of the gospel. Smith obtained his revelation from the spirit world through very typical occultic practices. God continues to reveal his will through modern-day prophets. God’s revelation is not complete.

The Pearl of Great Price – Contains the Book of Moses, Abraham and some inspired writings of Joseph Smith.

Doctrines and Covenants – contains revelation given to Joseph Smith and other Mormon presidents. DAC was first published in 1833 with most of their doctrinal beliefs originating from this standard work.
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THE OCCULT – Mormons can be classified as a spiritualist religion. The Smith family and Joseph himself were very interested in the occult. Ankerberg states that: 

“Smith regularly participated in the occult practice of crystal gazing. He would use “peep stones” or seer stones, in order to receive psychic information. He would place these stones in a hat, bury his face in the hat and “see” visions of buried treasure, lost property, and suchlike. Of Course, this was how the Book of Mormon was allegedly translated.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ankerberg, pp. 305-306.] 


     Their other standard works can also be said to have been occultly derived, as well as Smith’s own revision of the King James Bible.

     Occult influences in Mormonism are also seen in Brigham Young, who had a mediumistic philosophy. Mormons can contact the spirits: pre-mortal spirits, righteous spirits, evil spirits, and resurrected spirits. Past president Wilford Woodruff stated, in 1880 that he had seen and had many interviews with Joseph Smith and many others who were dead.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ankerberg, p. 306.] 



Other Strange Beliefs:

Secret and Sacred Ceremonies – take place in buildings called temples and only Mormons of good standing are allowed to attend. Joseph Smith incorporated the secret ceremonies into Mormonism after his involvement in Freemasonry.

Jesus said, “I have spoken openly to the world… I said nothing in secret” (John 18:20).

No building can rightly be called a temple anymore, for we are the temple of God.

Baptism for the dead – is baptizing living persons for dead persons who accept the gospel in the spirit world.

Marriage – couples remain married after death. Single people can never obtain exaltation or godhood.

African People – are inferior spirits who were cursed by God, because of improper conduct during their pre-earthly life. This policy was changed in 1978 due to mounting social pressure.

The Garden of Eden was in Jackson County, Missouri.

Polygamy -- was practiced until pressure by the U.W. government forced the church to abandon it in 1890. They claimed it was stopped because of a new revelation given to the then president Wilford Woodruff. (The Bible states the sin polygamy, but it does not endorse it).

Dietary Restrictions – Members must abstain from alcohol, tobacco, coffee, and tea.

Blood Atonement – There are some sins in which people must spill their own blood because Jesus’ blood cannot cleanse it. Mormons rarely discuss this doctrine publicly.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  House, pp. 73-76] 


CRITIQUE OF MORMONISM
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NATURE OF GOD

· The Mormon concept of God does not come from Scripture. 

· Mormon polytheism conflicts with Historical Orthodoxy Christianity, which has always been a monotheistic religion. The Nicene Creed, AD 325 states,

“We believe in one God the Father Almighty,
Maker of all things visible and invisible”

· Mormon polytheism conflicts with Biblical Revelation:

“I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me” (Isa 44:6). (See page 12).

God asks the question Himself, “Is there any God besides Me?” Of course not!

· The Mormon claims that “God was once what we are now” conflicts with the historical doctrine of “Immutability”, that is, God does not change. God cannot evolve or develop into godhood. He always was and always will be what He is – Eternal God. He does not and cannot change:

"For I, the LORD, do not change” (Mal. 3:6).

“…the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow” (James 1:17).

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty" (Rev. 1:8).

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb. 13:8).

TRINITY -- 

· Mormon Tri-theism conflicts with the Historical Orthodoxy belief in the Trinity, as stated in The Athanasian Creed (4th Century):

“And the Catholic (Universal) faith is this: That we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; neither confounding the persons or dividing the substance. For there is one Person of the Father; another of the Son; and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal… So, the Father is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet there are not three Gods but one God...” 

· Mormons take into account the verses that speak of God’s plurality but fail to consider verses that speak of God’s unity or singularity.
FATHER -- 

· God is not a man, (Num 23:19), nor an exalted man, nor ever was one. God Himself says, 

“I am God and not man...” (Hosea 11:9).
	
· God is spirit (John 4:24). Jesus said, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world” (John 8:23). After His exaltation Jesus said that the spiritual body which He possessed, was a spirit that did not have flesh and bones (Luke 24:39).

· Only God is Eternal, “Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God” (Ps 90:2).

· Matter is not Eternal -- The material world had a beginning (Gen. 1:1) and it will come to an end “the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!” (2 Peter 3:12).  Matter came from God; God did not come from matter.

· Our heavenly Father has no father -- God has no cause. God is “The Great Uncaused Cause”. Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me” (Isa 43:10-11).

· God/Elohim created all that exists -- The LORD/Yahweh has always been known as the God who made everything, both in the heavens and on the earth. He is the creator of all things that exist in the universe, not just the creator of our planet:

"You alone are the LORD. You have made the heavens, the heaven of heavens with all their host” (Neh. 9:6). 

“For by Him (Jesus Christ) all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible” (Col 1:16).
	
· “God is not God unless He is all-powerful, all-knowing, absolutely in charge.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  House, p. 64.] 


MOTHER -- Nowhere does the Bible give even the slightest hint that God has a wife or that the Son has a Mother. God is always spoken of in the Masculine tense.

JESUS --

· Jehovah/Yahweh is the same as Elohim (God) -- There is no distinction in Scripture between Elohim (God) and YWHW (LORD). They are used dozens of times in the same passage to refer to the same Being, not two distinct beings:

“God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, "The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you” (Ex. 3:15).
“Know that the LORD Himself is God” (Ps. 100:3).

“…the LORD is a great God” (Ps. 95:2-3).

“…the LORD is the true God; He is the living God…” (Jer. 10:10).

· Jesus is Eternal and Co-equal in Nature and Essence to the Father -- He is only different in subordination or function. The term Father is used to imply that the Son is subordinate to the Father in function only, not that the Father conceived the Son or that the Son’s nature is inferior to the Father. The term Father is used to describe our relationship with God. It is not used in relationship to gender – neither male nor female (Lk. 11:11-13). Our relationship with our Heavenly Father is compared to our relationship with our physical father. (See pages 16-19 for proof of Jesus’ Deity).

· Jesus was Virgin Born -- His body was created by the Holy Spirit from the point of conception and not procreated by the Father/Elohim. The Son is the One incarnated (became flesh), not the Father. The Father does not become a man to commit fornication with Mary. Mary remained a virgin until after Jesus was born (Mt. 1:18-20; Lk. 1:26-28). However, Mary did not remain a virgin. She had children by Joseph (James, Jude, and others).

· Jesus Remained a Virgin Himself -- There is absolutely no hint in Scripture that Jesus married or that he had any children. He was not a polygamist. This is to imply that He was a fornicator. The Jews implied that Jesus was born in fornication and this lie continues to this day. Born in fornication and was a fornicator. This is nothing short of blasphemy. 

HOLY SPIRIT – there is no distinction in the Scriptures between spirit and ghost. They are synonyms for the same Greek expression. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead – fully God – possessing all of the attributes of deity yet distinguished from the other Persons of the trinity (See above).


SATAN – Lucifer was a created angel, not the spirit child of Elohim. Lucifer was not Jesus’ brother, but His God from whom he rebelled! This idea is totally ridiculous and extra-Biblical -- another blasphemes doctrine.


ATONEMENT – Jesus’ death for sin was borne on the cross (I Peter 2:24; Col. 1:20), not in the Garden of Gethsemane. His death was for the purpose of reconciling all believers to God. Not everyone receives the benefits of Christ’s atonement. All those who accept the sufficiency of His Person and the sufficiency of His death to cover every sin one commits, will receive the benefits of salvation, the forgiveness of every sin, big or small (Acts 10:43). The benefits, which Christ secured in His death and resurrection, are accessed by the acceptance of the gift of salvation by grace through faith. The price Christ paid for our redemption is for all personal sins (1 Cor. 15:3; 1 Peter 3:18), “who gave Himself for our sins” (Gal 1:4; Heb. 9:28) (Also see “For Whom Did Christ Die?” p. 22).
SALVATION

· Salvation is a gift from God, not a reward for service rendered (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-10).

· “A man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law” (Rom. 3:28). Men can never be justified by his works. Anyone who attempts to do so will actually have their good works counted against them as a debt (Rom. 4:4). Those who believe only in the Lord Jesus Christ apart from good works are the ones justified in God’s sight (Rom. 4:5). There are no levels of salvation only levels of reward for work done for Christ out of gratitude for salvation already received.

· “Behold, now is "THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is "THE DAY OF SALVATION" (2 Cor. 6:2). The opportunity to be saved is while we are here on this earth. There will be no opportunity in a next life. This is a lie of the Devil to deceive men. “It is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment” (Heb. 9:27). Jesus warned that the gate in which we are to enter is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, but the way that leads to destruction is broad, and there are many who enter through it (Mt. 7:13-14).

· There can be no progression or achievement to Godhood for there is only one God, and no other (Isa. 44:8). There is no opportunity to be saved or to progress righteously in a next life. Men must receive the righteousness of Christ now or never.

HELL – is the destination for all those who have rejected the righteousness provided by Christ. It is a place of eternal punishment.

MAN

· Man is a finite being and will always remain so in comparison to our Almighty God.

· There is no real evidence that any human existed in any form prior to our earthly existence. 

· Adam’s body was created out of the physical elements of this earth (Gen. 1). He was not procreated as a man/soul. Man did not exist prior to the sixth day of creation (Job 38:4). Man was created lower than the angels (Ps. 8:3-5; 144:3). In man’s glorified state he will rule over the angels.

· Man can become godly or Christ-like (holy, loving, peaceful, joyful, kind, good, etc.) but he can never obtain the five essential attributes of deity – Eternality, Immutability, Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence. There is only one God and there will always be only one God, and none like Him ever (Isa. 44:8).



SCRIPTURES

· The Authoritative Writings of the New Testament era are limited by (1) those written by the apostles of Christ (2) those written by close associates of the apostles. Additional revelation if any would have to be consistent with this prior foundational revelation.

· The Church Councils Did Not Make the New Testament Books Canonical but only recognized the authority inherent in the books based on Apostolic authority and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. They did not close the Canon, just recognized it was closed and reaffirmed its closure.

· Jesus is the Supreme and Complete Revelation of God. No additional revelation is needed. No further explanation of God is required. When Christ came, He was full of grace and truth. The Law given by Moses possessed grace and truth but was insufficient. On the hand, grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ, the only begotten God, He explained God sufficiently (John 1:14; 17-18). Jesus said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son” (Heb. 1:1-2).

· In Christ, “His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him” (2 Peter 1:3). The church has possessed all the knowledge necessary to live a proper life before God since the close of the N.T. era. No further revelation is required:

“All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).


· Our faith is one which is the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints” (Jude 3). God warns anyone who would add to His revelation:


“I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book” (Rev. 22:18).


Conclusion: The Book of Mormon, etc. cannot contain “the fullness of the Gospel”, since the New Testament already contains the fullness of the Gospel in Christ Jesus and is complete and sufficient for our spiritual life.



[image: C:\Users\Owner\AppData\Local\Temp\CELE_086.GIF]OCCULT – Consider the source of Mormonism. Are their prophets true or false? And how did they obtain their revelation? If they have made any false prophecies then we should not listen to them (Deut. 18:21-22; 13:1-8). If they gained revelation by sorcery, then we should not listen to them: 

“So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers who tell you” (Jer. 27:9). "Do not allow a sorceress to live” (Ex 22:18).

“Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the LORD” (Deut. 18:10-12)


We are to Consider those who Practice Sorcery as Among Unbelievers:

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions” (Gal. 5:19-20).

“But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters, and all liars-their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death" (Rev. 21:8). 

“Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood” (Rev. 22:15).
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